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On the 2nd November Russia declared war on Turkey;
on the 5th Prance and Great Britain followed suit, and the
same day Force " D" (of which the details are shown in
Appendix A), with a total strength of five thousand men and
twelve hundred animals steamed across the bar of the Shatt-
al-Arab into Turkish waters.
It has been mentioned previously that, considering the im-
portance of Great Britain's interests in Mesopotamia, the
amount of accurate information concerning the country and
the enemy's forces which was available at Army Headquarters
in India and at the War Office appears to have been curiously
meagre. However, the Turkish Order of Battle was known
more or less exactly, and it was estimated that of the regular
Turkish Army there were in Mesopotamia about 10,000 men
with 114 guns; and that of these not more than 8,000' rifles,
500 sabres and 58 guns were in the neighbourhood of Basra.
Moreover, it appeared that, faced by the advance of her old
enemy, Eussia, in the Caucasus, and with a promising field
of activity open to her along the Suez Canal, Turkey was
unlikely to detach a large force to a theatre of operations
which could be, to her, of only minor importance. The
quality of her troops in Mesopotamia was not high, their
maintenance was difficult, and altogether it seemed as if
Force il D " would not have a very formidable task. By the
•time that hostilities with Turkey had begun, it was definitely
decided that the protecion of British interests at the head
of the Persian Gulf and in the oilfields area, and " the support
of the Sheikh of Mohammerah" were the objects of the
British military intervention in Mesopotamia, and that in
order to achieve them the occupation of Basra, "the key to
Mespotamia," was necessary. Basra, therefore, became the
objective of the Expedition. To capture and consolidate
this objective appeared to be too great a task for the original
Force "D," and it was decided to increase the force to one
Indian Division and one Eegiment of Cavalry. In view of
this decision,, the role of the 16th Infantry Brigade became
somewhat modified, and its commander, Brigadier-General
Delamain, was instructed that his task was to secure the co-
operation of the Sheikhs of Mohammerah and Koweit; to
capture Fao, and to move up the Shatt-al-Arab to support
the Sheikh of Mohammerah, and to reconnoitre routes to-
wards Basra for the advance of the remainder of the force
•which was then being mobilised in India.
To these instructions, General Delamain began to give
effect on the day after war was declared. On the 6th ITovem-

